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The functions and responsibilities of the many interested governmental 

agencies are not clearly defined and often overlap. Keen competition can 

also be expected among the various commercial interests. NASA is already 

involved with governmental agencies and it can expect to become involved 

with commercial agencies. Sorting out the capabilities and responsibilities 

of the various interested governmental agencies and their interrelationships 

with commercial interests will be complex and time-consuming. 

NASA's role in these endeavors are those that �a�c�c�r�u�~� by virtue of its 

being one of the nation's principal R&D organizations. In the field of 

earth resources sensing, it is NASA's responsibility to conduct research 

and to apply scientific engineering and �t�e�c�h�n�o�l�o�g�~�c�a�l� competence to achieve 

the greatest return from airborne and space surveys. 

We have no stated responsibilities for gathering data with respect to 

the earth and oceans, for processing, distributing, or utilizing such data 

except as necessary to measure our success or failure in our R&D endeavors. 

Receiving, processing, correlating, evaluating, developing, and distributing 

useful information from data gathered from the air and space logically are 

functions of agencies of government other than NASA. 

It is important that NASA personnel understand the limits of our 

mission and that their publications and �p�u�b�1�~�c�.� statements reflect this 

understanding. It is also important that our actions and statements show 

full consideration for the sensibilities of sovereign states, agencies of 

our own government, commercial interests, and individual citizens. 
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To facilitate pursuit of R&D programs in the Earth Resources Survey 

area, and as a means of avoiding or at least minimizing the likelihood of 

offending sensibilities at home and abroad, Mr. Webb has asked this office 

to exercise leadership in establishing a review procedure whereby each 

project in ERS is examined prior to its initiation and before any public 

disclosures are made. Each proposed project will be reviewed by persons 

representing appropriate disciplines and by those knowledgeable of 

sensibilities of the various agencies that will likely become substantially 

involved or affected by the project during its R&D phase and subsequently. 

It is important that this review procedure not be construed or allowed 

to become an unnecessary constraint on initiative or effective management 

of on-going projects. It should be recognized as a necessary precautionary 

measure designed both to avoid foreseeable pitfalls and to obtain needed 

cooperation and support from individuals and from operational agencies of 

government for endeavors that could be of great importance to the U. S. 

Procedures for preparing and submitting publications, public statements, 

and proposed projects for review will be published shortly. 
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